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™ E NEW YORK ™*, *ED NEspM , OCTOBER 22, 2014 

A New Superhero Arrives to Protect the Powerless 



By GEORGE GENE GUSTINES 

What if the musician Darryl 
McDaniels had become a super- 
hero instead of a founding mem- 
ber of Run-DMC? 

DMC No. 1, the first in a series 
of comic books that arrives in 
stores on Wednesday, imagines 
just such a scenario. For Mr. Mc- 
Daniels, who conceived of the 
premise and worked with a team 
to make the project a reality, 
DMC is a celebration of his life- 
long love of comics. 

"I was a kid who had my lunch 
money taken away," Mr. McDan- 
iels said recently at the Midtown 
offices of Atlantic Records. The 
neighborhood bullies in Hollis, 
Queens, he said, had decided he 
was rich because of his Catholic 
school uniform. "To get to my 
house was terror. Spider-Man 
took me to a place where every- 
thing was great." 

The world presented in DMC 
also needs a beacon of hope. It's 
1985, and New York is crime- 
ridden, graffiti-stained and sim- 
mering with racial tension. The 
hero — dressed in an Adidas 
tracksuit and sneakers, with 
brass knuckles embossed with 
"D.M.C." — is doing his part to 
protect the powerless. He shuns 
the spotlight and is largely silent, 
in contrast to his real-life alter 
ego, who is enthusiastically chat- 
ty about his foray into comic- 
book publishing. 

"I always wanted to do some- 
thing with integrity," Mr. McDan- 
iels said. "I didn't want to be an- 



A hip-hop pioneer 
creates a comic. 



other rapper messing up another 
genre just because he has a hit 
record." 

The experience of putting to- 
gether the comic was "like this 
sancocho," a Latin American 
stew, said Edgardo Miranda- 
Rodriguez, the editor in chief of 
Darryl Makes Comics, which 
publishes the book. There was in- 
put from Riggs Morales, an exec- 
utive at Atlantic Records, and the 
story consultants Damion Scott 
and Ron Wimberly, and the com- 
j ic was drawn by several artists. 

Along the way, the team real- 
I ized it represented, and appealed 
to, an untapped market that Mr. 
Morales affectionately calls 
"B-boy geeks." Mr. Morales said 
that made him wonder: "How 
can I get into business in this 
genre and still speak to my audi- 
ence?" 4 

Mr. Morales and Mr. Miranda- 
Rodriguez first realized the pas- 
sion of this B-boy subculture 
when they worked on the 2009 ex- 
hibition "Marvelous Color," about 
Marvel's minority superheroes 
and artists, a show that attracted 
boldface names from hip-hop and 
comics. A similar exhibition, 
"DMC Released," running 
through Nov. 7 at the Hi-Arts Stu- 
dio Gallery in Harlem, was or- 
ganized partly by Carlos Rodri- 
guez, the artist known as Mare 
139, who also contributed graffiti 
art to the book. 

Mr. Miranda-Rodriguez is 
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The hero of DMC, a new comic-book series, roams a crime-ridden New York in 1985. 



drawn b\JBfctino and African- 
American jjWsts. 

Getting DMC off the ground 
hasno^ ' ms been easy. In July 
of las . a r,aKickstartergoal of 
,0 petered out at $5,537. Mr. 
McDaniels ended up funding the 
project himself. . . , 

It is a way for him to give back 
"Comic books were educational 
- they were empowering but 
also inspiring," he said. His par- 
ents pushed him academically, 
and he honored them by making 
his fictional alter ego a high 
school teacher. He also pays 
homage to his bandmate Jam 
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proud of the diverse fans that the 
comic has attracted at conven- 
tions. "One of the things I love to 
do is put it back to the audience," 
he said. "Take a moment and look 
around the room. This is reflec- 
tive of what the demographic is 
for this book. It's Asian, it's 
white, it's Latino, it's black, it's 
13-year-olds, it's 63-year-olds." 

That variety is reflected in thej 
first issue of DMC, which has jl 
economically, ethnically andjfl 
ually diverse cast of characters. 
That should be or s com- 

ic set in New York .'but few 
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achieve it so unobtri^B- - 
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in 2002. 

"He's Darryl's Q," Mr. Miran- 
da-Rodriguez said, referring to 
the intelligence officer who sup- 
plies James Bond with his gadg- 
etry. 

He's more like Racer X, said 
Mr. McDaniels, naming the pro- 
tective older brother of Speed 
Racer. 

In the comic, our hero visits a 
clothing store seeking a better 
outfit, since his current one is in 
tatters after a battle. The owner 
Jase, presents him with a new 
uniform, which he describes as 
referring to Run-DMC's 1988 aT 
bum of the same title, "touehpr 
than leather." 



